





England on the 29th October, 1916 and after 2 months training in England sail to
Etaples France on 21st December, 1916 aboard the "Princess Victoria" and marched
out to the front on 25th January 1917. Severed in the battle of Messines as a
stretcher bearer and on the 30th June, 1917 received a gunshot wound to the
forehead whilst on the battle field assisting the wounded. He died on the 1st July,
1917 at the 2nd Australian Casualty Clearing Station, Steenwerek at the age of 30.

Edwin is buried in the Trios-Arbres Military Cemetery, Steenwerek France and will
be for evermore resting in the fields of France.

The death of Edwin, who was the first family member to die in the Great War, was
devastating to his brothers and sisters who had just come to terms with the passing
of their father who passed away in 1899 and their mother in 1912.

Mary who is his youngest sister, had kept house since the age of twelve for her two
older brothers Edwin and William, was very upset and devastated at the news of her
brother’s death. Edwin had stated Mary as his next of kin on his enlistments papers
and Mary was the person whom all correspondents was addressed. As there were
only telegrams and surface mail during WW1 there would have been long delays
with all the correspondents and this would have added to their sadness and
wonderment of what had happen, where they were buried, their bereavement and
would have prevented any form of closure. Just as they were starting to accept the
loss of their family member when more upsetting correspondents would arrive in
the form of letters written before their death, their personal belongs many months
later and letters from the War office about their death and burial.
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Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Leslie ] Morshead Death of Private E R Stalling Dated 4th July, 1917
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Letter from Rev G Kennedy Tucker 2nd Australian Casualty Clearing Station Death of Private E R Stalling Dated 5 July,
1917


















Postcard from the past

I VUINIDVE Uldy S gival uiivie iy
Stalling sent this posteard six
months before he was killed in
France during WWIL

The posteard was sent {0 An-
drew Christensen of Amosfield
and is dated January 14, 1917, |

was found by his granddaughter
Stie O'Brivn,

Dear Andy,

Jdust a postcard hoping 1o find
g agaate well L in the best of
health at present mysclf In fact
there Is not near the sickness here
that we had in Ausiralia although
it is fearfully cold here.

Very few seent to get thuse heaty
colds we had in Australia. H has
been raining here all this week. We
are camped in the bottom of a little
sandy gully here waiting to go to
the trenches which is only a matter
of days now.

We have five Tenterficld chaps
with us Chris Donahugh and Alex
Chapman. Chris tells me young
Pillar was killed at Armentieres
about the 11th or 12th of December.

I s Billy Turner on Friday but
were marching 1o attention as we
bussed him soonly had time to suy
goud day o him,

1 noticed his colowrs and had «
loode around for him today bur
couldn’t see anything of him but it
is very hard to find anyone here.
Charlieis quite well, we are still to-
gether. [have not scen anyihing of
Billo. } ran into him in England
and wrote to kim a couple of times
but have not had a reply but that is
possible to do with the mail here.

Did nut get the parcel from the

Red Cross.

The weather is not suitable for
sporting evenis for a few months
yet. The traffic here is marvellous
especially the tram and motor traf-
fic bui still they have very few acci-
dents

This is the place to see motor lor-
ries they do hard work and selduvm
you see one in trouble although the
roads are very greasy and hilly in
places.

Peirie from Tenierfield is in the
hospital here, he hus rench feer
and an abeess on the jaw.

This il have to come to a elose
as [ hate to leave room for the ad-
dress. Haping 10 be remembered in
all ar Amaosfield from your old
Jriend, Ted Stalling.

Postcard from Private Edwin Stalling to Andrew Christensen of Amosfield 14th January 1917

Printed in Border Post on the 12th November, 2009










William was the second Stalling family member to be killed in Great War of 1914,
1918. He was killed within 5 months of his brother Edwin, who died of wounds on
the 1st June 1916 and while the Stalling brothers were fighting and dying on the
Western Front their family at home, even though they were second generation
Australians, were suffering animosity, harassment, and persecution because of their
German Heritage. Their elder brother Herman who was still living at Amosfield was
receiving white feathers because he himself had not enlisted and being harass and
abused because of his German descent.

The Commonwealth Government under Billy Hughes and the Labor Party pasted an
Act that prevented Australian Citizens from German Descent the right to vote and
their eldest sister Florence May Stalling now married to George Newley for almost
10 years was refused the right to vote. It is not known if this applied to other family
members.

The family was left devastated with the death of their two youngest brothers and
the only belongings that were received belonging to Will were a metal wrist watch
and a pipe lighter. After the war and on the 20th October, 1921 Frederick Stalling
wrote a letter to the Officer in charge of Base Records Department of Defence in
which he enclosed a postal note for 3 shillings to purchase twelve more photographs
of his brother William’s grave. Also in that letter he says that he has met a mate of
his late brother William who told him William kept a dairy and number of
photographs with him during the war and would he make enquires about them as
he would very much like to have them.

Frederick received a reply on the dated the 4th November, 1921 saying that in view
of the length of time which has now elapsed; it would appear nothing further was
recovered from his kit at the date of causality.

William’s medals were accepted by his eldest brother Frederick Stalling and passed
on to his brother George after Frederick’s death in 1935. William’s medals are still
treasured possession of family members today.




































